Sponsor or Editor
public is interested and on which it requires information, and of
finding out matters in connection with which the action of Govern-
ment is criticised .... Our duty is then to extract the more
important of these statements and to bring them to the notice of the
departments concerned. . . ." 2S
The Press Laws Committee recommended the repeal of the 1908
and 1910 Acts, the Amendment of the Registration of the Press
and Books Act.
Gandhiji was now pouring out fire through his pen. He felt keenly
that the alien government had no right to govern. So it was his
duty, he held, to propagate the so-called sedition. If the articles
were not seditious enough did it not mean that his pen was weak?27
In passing, it may be mentioned that Gandhiji at the helm of
affairs in the Indian National Congress, was also in charge of
publicity for the organization. The Congress Working Committee
earlier resolved in favour of foreign propaganda during this critical
period and asked Gandhiji to finally decide on the matter and
take necessary steps. Gandhiji, in the Young India of March 9,
1922, expressed his views against publicity abroad. His points were:
(a) people in the country will be made less self-reliant as they will
depend on outsiders to help in their struggle ; and (b) independent
interest of other countries about the Indian condition will cease.
He gave an instance of the Italian newspapers who were showing
interest in collecting news of their own. He would, as a journalist,
rather prefer interest being created. He had other objections, too,
on administrative and organizational grounds.
The reader will like to compare this situation with the one when
he, more than once, visited India and England to get the support
of newspaper editors and public men on the South African question.
Now he was relying more and more on his and his countrymen's
strength. Moreover, he was convinced, that justice, was with
him.
The British Government was unwilling to allow any more of this
stuff in printing. On March 11, 1922, the editor of the Young India
along with the printer was produced before the court for writing
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